

Projects
National Association of the Blind - Valsad, Gujarat

The National Association for the Blind (NAB), Valsad, works with children and young adults who are visually impaired and other physically disabled children. NAB provides education to the children which includes reading, writing, arithmetic, science, geography, and other subjects. They provide accommodation to those who are disabled and cannot afford to live on their own or live too far away to use the facilities. NAB has built a girls hostel, which enables girls from neighboring villages to come to stay and study at NAB or ATCB (Adult Training Center for the Blind.) They also provide vocational training, costs for doctor visits, initial assessments, visual care and checkups, and medicines, which are greatly in need for the children. 

Eureka Makkal Nooglam – Chennai, Tamil Nadu
The project is seeking to create a network of village libraries in Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. It uses an innovative hierarchical structure to not only ensure supervision and guidance but also to enable exchange between local libraries to reduce costs. The Eureka People's Library also seeks to develop and produce appropriate materials for neo-literates in local languages. Asha is currently supporting 70 libraries each in Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.
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Namgyal Institute for People with Disability - Ladakh, Kashmir

Namgyal Institute for People with Disability (NIPWD) works within the governmental school system to allow students with disabilities to participate in education. The program focuses on identifying children with disabilities, working with schools and training teachers to accommodate these students, and reaching out to the community as a whole to get support for their activities. NIPWD also supports a residential school program for disabled children at the Chuchot Yokma middle school. In addition, NIPWD has funded training in special education for six of the teachers from the two pilot schools.
Odanadi Seva Samasthe - Mysore, Karnataka

Odanadi Seva Samasthe runs a relentless campaign to expose and curb the flesh trade. They have rescued over 400 girls, most of them minors, from the clutches of the traffickers in various parts of Karnataka. As many as 350 women have been rehabilitated into an alternative livelihood within mainstream society. The younger children (usually children of sex workers and orphans) are provided informal education from 1st through the 6th standards and formal education at government schools nearby. These children reside at the center and are provided food and other facilities. The government of Karnataka has allotted two plots of land in Mysore for the rehabilitation of prostituted women and children and other state governments have been sending rescued girls to Odanadi, to facilitate their rehabilitation. Apart from this, Odanadi is often consulted at the national level on its approach to tackling this social problem. One of its main goals include awareness, training and the creation of policy making processes related to the anti-trafficking campaign in the source areas of the selected districts of Karnataka.
Santiniketan Shishutirtha- Santiniketan, West Bengal

Santiniketan Shishutirtha (SS) was created with the intent to provide child care needs and make children self-reliant in rural areas. In particular, the project consists of two parts: an orphanage and a school. The orphanage portion of the project envisioned a 'family like' environment to orphaned children, or to those children without a natural family and provided a craft-based, talent based education. This care and education would also be provided to the children of the neighboring villages. SS participates actively in development efforts and has assisted a nearby village access to agricultural experts who can advise the farmers on various types of farming techniques. The organization also subsidizes vaccinations for cows and other animals of the villages. Finally, the organization provides health care services to the community. Asha for Education has been  helping the school build walls around their "open" classrooms, build toilet facilities, and finally extend the school building to accommodate more children.

Sarada Kalyan Bhandar - Midnapur, West Bengal

Sarada Kalyan Bhandar has three primary areas of work: primary education, healthcare for children, and higher education. The organization started an after hours school program aimed at motivating children to work on their class preparation and attend schools regularly. Over a decade, the pass rates of the students in this program have increased from 30% to over 95%. SKB also provides primary health coverage, awareness, and training to the villagers.  SKB also provides women from underdeveloped villages financial support while they pursue higher education. Asha for Education has helped raise money to complete the construction of a tuition center for this project.
Sarovodaya Parivar Trust- Valsad, Gujarat

In 1994, Dolatsingh Parmar started the Sarvodaya Vidyalaya residential school teaching a small group of 40 boys in standard I located in Pindval (a high mountain plateau region populated by tribal Adivasi farmers). There were more students who want to attend the school but there was not enough funding or enough room to house the children. Through Asha for Education’s support and guidance, they started to enroll girls and converted a separate building for them as well. They now have an almost an even ratio of boys and girls. Every year the enrollment has grown and there are now over 200 students attending grades KG to 7th standard. In addition to teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic, they also teach geography, science, and some music. The education also involves training skills in weaving, cloth-making, and gardening/farming. A basic living code including cleanliness, cooking, grooming, and manners are also instilled in the children. They’ve assisted in the building of a well in a location central to the 125 villages and 7000 families in Pindval,  planted mango trees and other crops, set up a roofing program to create permanent roofs and lastly created a spinning a weaving program , an idea advocated by Mohandas Gandhi.


Tamil Nadu Science Forum - Chennai, Tamil Nadu
The Tamil Nadu Science Forum is a people's movement that has been mobilizing and empowering the underprivileged to help themselves since 1980. Over the years TNSF has built a network of over 600 teachers. The organization has leveraged its knowledge base by creating VCDs to boost field programs and disseminate a large amount of information and curriculum to schools throughout Tamil Nadu. Asha for Education has helped fund and edit the scripts for four science videos to date.
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Anawim – Coastal region, Tamil Nadu 
The Anawim Trust has been working for the socio-economic development of Dalit villages in Tiruchendur Taluk of the Tuticorin District in Tamil Nadu since it was founded in 1994. The group has developed Asha Junior Centers, which are supplementary education and enrichment centers that the children attend before and/or after school. Each Asha Junior Center is associated with a village women’s group, which is responsible for running the center. Asha also provides the initial capital for a microcredit program which is run by the women’s group and allows the village women to take low-interest loans to fund their own enterprises.  
It is expected that in about three years after the initiation of such a fund, the funds generated by this capital will be sufficient to fund the ongoing costs of the Asha Junior Center, allowing the center, in conjunction with the womens group, to attain economic autonomy. In fact, two of the eight centers that Asha for Education has funded have already become self-sufficient.   
Auroville Education Research Center - Auroville, Pondicherry 
The Auroville Education Research Center trains teachers in alternative methods for teaching education. These Alternative Teaching methods seek to make education more student or learner-focused – by using innovative techniques that make learning easier, faster, more joyous and context-oriented. AERC and Asha for Education are working on a project to build a Training Center – cum – Dormitory for training teachers from other programs/schools in these methods. 

Doorstep School (School on Wheels) - Mumbai and Pune,  Maharastra 
Door Step School is a registered non-profit organization working in Mumbai and Pune, India. It conducts non-formal education classes for out of school and working children (7 to 18 years of age) residing in slums, on pavements, docks etc. Asha for Education supports Doorsteps’ "School on Wheels" bus, which makes basic education easily accessible to a larger number of children. The bus drops off the children to school and acts as a classroom for five sessions during the day. It also runs similar classes for adolescent girls whose parents are often reluctant to send them to school. Additionally, Doorsteps School Balwadis for pre-school children, so that they are prepared to enroll in school when they are old enough. Doorstep has also recognized the need for children enrolled in school to remain so and to that end runs study classes for first generation learners who have little or no support at home.

Seva Chakkara Samajam - Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
Seva Chakkara Samajam is an Orphanage that houses approximately one hundred students children and is located in the heart of Chennai. The Orphanage operates the residential primary school for the younger children (1st to 5th standard) after which the children write open examinations and attend grades onwards in local schools, but continue to live at the orphanage. As the children grow older, the Samajam provides them with vocational training on a case-by-case basis. Although the primary activities of the organization are targeted to children, the Samajam also provides what they can for underprivileged or underrepresented groups in the community. 
Asha for Education's involvement with the orphanage started with accounting for the immediate requirements of the residential school of teacher's salaries, books, blackboards, and a part of the rent since the orphanage does not own any land or property. With time, on understanding the requirements of the orphanage, Asha is now working with the orphanage in many different capacities. Through Asha's support a child project it is possible for an individual to sponsor the cost of education or total living expense for a student; over 70,000 dollars has been raised for the construction of  a new facility; and we have leveraged our resources on a number of initiatives to further improve the quality of education at the orphanage. 
Timbaktu Collective - Anantapur, Andra Pradesh 
Timbaktu Collective has been Asha NYC-NJ's longest running project. The economy of the Ananthapur region in Andra Pradesh, revolves around agriculture. Many of the villages in this region are poor because of the traditionally unreliable rainy season, exacerbated by the degradation of the land as a result of abusive agricultural techniques.The group encourages the practice of permaculture - a sustainable and eco-friendly form of agriculture. Asha for Education has supported Timbaktu in its organization of women's sangams (informal unions of sorts) to deal with problems faced by women and to encourage them to save money. Lastly, they run an alternative education program as a part of which they operate a day school in each of six villages and a residential school in 'timbaktu', the land they bought to practice permaculture on. These schools are meant for children who have dropped out of the local government schools.

Sankurathri - Kakinada, Andra Pradesh
Based outside of Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh, Sankurathri was founded as a model school that has changed the way that the community views education. In contrast to the other schools in the area, Sarada Vidyalayam demands strict discipline and sets high academic standards. Students have to come to school on time, dressed in proper uniforms, and be prepared to learn. Parents are also expected to stay actively involved in their children’s education. The school provides children with a free education, books, lunch, uniforms, basic healthcare, a late afternoon glass of milk and bus transportation for students outside of walking distance. Every single student who has entered Sankurathri school has successfully completed 7th grade and passed the state exam with first class. Some of the first graduates are now even considering higher education. Asha for Education recently launched an Asha Stars program to support teacher's salaries of the school. It is in discussion with the administration about possible funding of a vocational program. 
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